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CHAPTER 1:

—

NEW GROWTH AMONGST
OLD STONES

Chén halted just outside the clearing

surrounding the stone monastery and dropped
to a crouch. She knew how to move silently in
the dense weods of the North, and she had
approached the isolated ruins more quietly
than the breeze in the branches or the insects
scuttling under last year's leaves.

Through the uneven morning mist, she could
make out the ruin of the monastery on the
northern verge. The broken, roofless walls of
outbuildings stretched south of the main ruins
in a broken curve. Birches and a few young
caks had grown up where monks had likely
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